
Myrick Hixon EcoPark 
789 Myrick Park Dr 

La Crosse, WI  54601 
Phone: 608-784-0303 

Fax: 608-784-0322 
E-mail: info@mhecopark.org  

Our Vision is to: 

Achieve community understanding of, and respect for nature and to pro-

tect the environment for future generations 

 

Our Mission is to: 

Create a unique destination with dynamic educational programming, in-

teractive displays, and live animal exhibits that will advance the appre-

ciation and conservation of our natural resources. 

 

Our values are to operate with: 

* Our vision and mission as the foundation of our decisions and ac-

tions 

* Ethical and respectful treatment of our environment, our broader 

community, our employees, volunteers, stakeholders and the 

animals entrusted to our care and keeping. 

* Passion to bring our philosophy of conservation and stewardship to 

our community and the environment so that we will leave the 

world a better place. 

*Visionary thinking and the flexibility to change. 

*Fiscal responsibility, sound accounting and record keeping. 

*Excitement and enthusiasm for nature and animals so that our com-

munity enjoys the experience and wants to come back. 

Spring & Summer 

Adventure Programs  

Visit us at www.mhecopark.org  

Where the fun begins!! 
Enrollment in all programs is limited so register 

soon.  Space is not guaranteed until payment and 
registration forms are received.  Partial 

scholarships are available.   
 

Contact Myrick Hixon EcoCenter  for more 
information:  784 - 0303  or info@mhecopark.org  
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Outdoor Fun for Everyone  

Spring Morning Bird Walks  
Tuesdays:   May 4, 11 and 18(La Crosse River Marsh, meet at the 

R.A.B.B.I.T. trail, near new EcoCenter parking lot) 

Thursdays:  May 6, 13 and 20(Hixon Forest, meet at 

the Hixon Forest trail parking lot, off  Milson Court) 

Join Pat and Bobbie Wilson as well as Dan Jackson 

for morning bird walks from 6:30 to 8:00 a.m. to en-

joy spring migration and to see our regular residents 

return.  Feel free to leave early or stay later. Attendance is FREE.  Bring 

binoculars if you have them.  No pre-registration necessary. 

International Migratory Bird Day at the EcoPark  

Sat May 8, 6:00 - Noon 

This entirely FREE event will begin with hourly bird watching hikes 

through wetland and forest trails starting at 6 am. Hike pre-registration at 

the Eco Park is preferred. All ages and abilities are encouraged to partici-

pate. The hikes will lead to certified bird-banding demonstrations in 

Hixon Forest from 6 am until noon. Exciting childrenôs activities will be 

held at the new Myrick Hixon Eco Park facility including bird crafts, bird 

feeder construction, owl face painting, games, and displays. While visit-

ing the facility, the new gift shop will be open with bird-themed items for 

all ages such as feeders and food, books, jewelry, games, and more! 

Wild About Wildflowers/Trees 
Sat May 22, 9:30 ï 11am  ï adult program 

Have you ever gone for a hike through the woods in 

the spring and wondered what the different spring 

wildflowers were?  If so, then this is the program for 

you!  Join us as we hike the trails of Hixon Forest in 

search of spring wildflowers.  Weôll learn about vio-

lets, and mayapples as well as many other spring wildflowers and trees 

too!   Come dressed for hiking!  FREE! 

A Message from Cactus the Porcupine 
Sun May 23, 1pm 

 

The EcoPark is sorry about the mix up with my last 

scheduled public appearance.  My exhibit permit from 

the USDA was not ready and the EcoPark obviously did 

not reach everyone to tell them that.  But now that my 

permit is ready please come by to learn about porcupines with me and 

one of the EcoPark animal caretakers. 

Myrick Hixon EcoPark Adventure Programs Registration  

Please use one form for each participant.  Please Print.  Feel Free to use additional pages if nec-

essary. 

Participantôs Name:____________________________________________ 

Age at time of  program______ MHEP Member Y/N 

Parent/Guardianôs Signature: 

______________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________________________ 

Emergency Phone:_________________________________________ 

Email Address:_________________________________________________ 

Please list food allergies or medical conditions of which we need to be 

aware:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

brochure or website. 

PROGRAM :_____________________________________________ 

Date:________________Time:_____________Cost:$____________ 

PROGRAM :_____________________________________________ 

Date:________________Time:_____________Cost:$____________ 

PROGRAM :_____________________________________________ 

Date:________________Time:_____________Cost:$____________ 

PROGRAM :_____________________________________________ 

Date:________________Time:_____________Cost:$____________ 

PROGRAM :_____________________________________________ 

Date:________________Time:_____________Cost:$____________ 

Make check payable to: MHEP and mail or drop off to MHEP, 789 Myrick Park Dr, 

La Crosse, WI  54601  

   

Card#___________________________________________________________ 

Expires:____________/_____________ 3 Digit Sec Code:____________ 

Signature:_____________________________________________________ 

Total Enclosed:$____________________ 



For Adults  

Shop Talk Series with Randy Mell UW Extension Basin Educator 

Wed June 23, 7 ï 8 pmðRain Garden EducationðFee $10.00 

  

Wed July 21, 7 ï8pmðTree Identification 

 

Wed Aug 11, 7 ï 8 pmðGroundwater Model 

Demonstration 

 

Please check out our website www.mhecopark.org for 

program descriptions! 

Why Worm Poop is Good for Your Garden:  The Ins and 

Outs of Composting $8 members, $12 nonmembers 
Thursday, July 22nd from 6:30-8:30pm   

Americans throw away over 25% of prepared food each year, resulting in 

96 billion pounds of food waste.  Learn to put it 

to use instead of to waste.  By composting, you 

can reduce the amount of household waste 

going into landfills and create nutrient rich soil 

to fertilize your garden.  You will learn about 

the decomposers that make composting 

possible, about different methods for creating 

compost, and make your own vermicomposter 

(worm bin) to get you started.  We will also go on a short hike to explore 

our native decomposers. 

EcoExplorer Floating University 
$34.99/person per session, 9:00 ï 11:00 am 

This is a partnership program with the EcoPark and Mississippi Explorer 

Cruises.  Enjoy the morning on the river listening to and talking with a 

scientist about current issues and studies going on in our area!  Scientists 

still TBA.  Call the EcoPark at 784-0303 to sign up soon for each session 

because space is limited! 

Sat June 12 or Sat July 10 or Sat Aug 14 or Sat Sept 11 

Nature Writing and Photography Workshop  

with Jim SolbergðThursday, Aug 19 from 6:30-8:30 pm 

$10 members, $15 nonmembers 

Jim Solberg, one of the areaôs top nature photojournalists, 

will lead participants in an introduction to nature writing and 

photography. 

Myrick Hixon EcoPark Adventure Programs 

For Ages 4 and 5  
Cost: $15 ($22 non -members)  

Creepies and Crawlies 

Session I:  July 14 ï 16, 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m. 

Meet some friendly frighteners and enter the 

world of snakes, spiders, centipedes and 

millipedes! 

Splashing into Summer 

Session I:  June 16 ï 18, 1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. 

Session II: June  28 ï 30, 1:00 ï 3:00 p.m. 

Splash in the creek with us and dive into the lives of fish, toads and 

more! 

Creatures Small and Furry 

Session I:  August 11 ï 13, 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m. 

Check out the wonderful world of mice, 

rabbits, squirrels and other small and furry 

critters. 

For Ages 6 and 7  
Cost: $16 ($23 non -members)  

Butterfly Bonanza 

Session I: July 21 ï 23, 1:00 ï 3:30 p.m. 

All you ever wanted to know about butterflies 

and moths with fun activities and crafts. 

Slugs and Bugs 

Session I:  June 23 ï 25, 1:00 ï 3:30 p.m. 

Session II:  August 9 ï 11, 1:00 ï 3:30 p.m. 

Become a nature detective and search for 

critters under logs.  Get up close and personal 

with six-legged friends. 

Animal Antics 

July 8 and 9, 8:30-Noon 

Animals behave in funny and amazing ways especially if they want to 

survive!  Find out more as you muck in the marsh and stomp through 

the forest! 



For Ages 8 to 11  
Cost: $18 ($24 non -members)  

EcoParkôs Amazing Race 
July 26 and 27, 8:30 - noon 

Can your team meet each challenge?  Come 

prepared to get dirty and have fun! 

Owl Prowling 
August 4 and 5, 7:30 ï 9:45 pm 

Harry Potter is not the only one who likes owls ï

learn  all about this awesome animal that is built 

for hunting.  This program includes owl prowling in the forest to search 

for owls and other natural wonders of summer evenings. 

EcoPark Survivor 
June 17 and 18, 8:30 - noon 

Are you prepared for a survival situation?  Learn some basic skills to 

enjoy and survive in the great outdoors as well as helping to take care of 

it. 

Overnight Programs Ages 12 -15  
Program leader is an experienced outdoor educator who is first Aid/CPR 

certified and is a trained lifeguard 
Cost: $65 ($80 non -members)  

Dare to Discover 
July 1 and 2, 8:30 ï noon 

Discover the wonders of our natural areas while learning about 

orienteering and geocaching. 

CanoeingðJune 21-22 
Have you ever wanted to learn how to canoe, or just want a fun time doing 

it?  If you are between 12 and 15, come join us for an overnight at Goose 
Island?  We will be canoeing around the island and camping there for the 

night, to wake up and canoe again!  Food, tents and canoeing equipment 

provided.  Please bring your own sleeping and camping gear.  Sign up 

soon because there is a maximum of 10 accepted for this trip! 

BikingðJuly 12-13 
A camping bike trip?  Yes!  Come meet us at the EcoPark building, and we 

will be biking up the Great River Trail to Perrot State Park, and then 
biking back the next day.  Itôs a great opportunity to get out and see our 

area and make some new friends!  Please bring your own bike and helmet, 

camping and sleeping gear.  We will bring the tents and food.  Sign up 

soon because there is a maximum of 10 accepted for this trip! 

For Any Age  
Children must be accompanied by an 

Adult  

Geo- What?  Treasure Hunting 101 
Fri June 18, 6:30- 8:30 pm 

 

Ever wanted to discover how to use a 

GPS?  Want another fun activity to do in the 

great outdoors?  Join us for a crash course in 

geocaching at Hixon Forest - guaranteed fun for 

the whole family!  If you have your own GPS, please bring it.  If not, we 

will have some available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Donations for  

the EcoPark Wild Animal Park appreciated.  

Critter Court  

Every Friday at 9:30 am starting June 25 until Aug 13 

Meet one of the EcoParkôs live aquarium animals! 

Donations for the EcoPark Wild Animal Park 

appreciated. 

Moonlight Meander 

Every Tuesday from  8 ï 9:30 pm starting June 15 

until July 27 

Join one of the EcoPark Naturalists to explore the 

wonders of nature as darkness falls upon the La 

Crosse River Marsh.  Donations for the EcoPark Wild Animal Park 

appreciated. 

Dragonfly & Damselfly Ecology Program 

Sunday, July 11th, 1 pm  

Meet Dan Jackson at Veteranôs Memorial Park in 

West Salem to learn the basics of dragonfly ecology 

& identification by watching & netting live 

specimens.  You will learn to use field guides and a 

hand lens to ID many species.  Learn about Citizen 

Science opportunities & how you can help with WI Odonota Survey.  

FREE! 

Astronomy Club Public Viewing 

Saturdays: May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21 

8 pm at Prairie Trail in Upper Hixon Forest (behind the 

Weather Station on Cty Rd FA) 

Bad weather backup at EcoPark at 8 pm for indoor program. 


